CHAPTER II

FROM CONSTANCE TO THE SACK OF HOME

(1417-1527.     SAVONAROLA,      ON      "THE.
CHUBCH'S DOWNFALL")

WHEN Martin V confirmed the rules of the
Roman Chancery, which he did without
delay, his action put off all serious amendment
of abuses until another Council, that of
Trent, utterly opposed in spirit to Constance,
undertook the task, by which time, in Biblical
language, Israel had been rent from Judah.
When the new Pope set out for Florence
and Rome, he was moving towards a world
into which German ideas could not penetrate,
and where German grievances would be
unheeded. Coming up from South and East,
the mighty wave of Renaissance was to lift
the Church and carry the century forward
upon its bosom, in brilliant sunshine. Italy,
said Filelfo, was to present the spectacle of
a second Magna Grsecia, in art and letters
unrivalled by the " Barbarians" north of
the Alps; while Rome, for the first and